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If your child has...
access to a smart phone, tablet or computer, you can bet 

they are YouTube fans.  YouTube influencers often appear 

more relatable than traditional celebrities and are seen as 

role models by today’s youth. This popular media plays a 

larger role than you might think in your child’s online 

usage. YouTube’s massive audience and popularity has it’s 

own culture and I believe it’s time for parents to join in the 

conversation with their children not only to educate, but 

to help shape a more empathetic generation of kids who 

can smartly navigate our digital world.  
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A s  I  t r a v e l  a n d  s p e a k  t o  y o u n g  g i r l s ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  l i v e l y  

d i s c u s s i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  Y o u T u b e .  I  l i k e  t o  s u m m a r i z e  t h i s  

m e d i a  o u t l e t  a s  a n  o n g o i n g  r e a l i t y  s h o w  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  

e x p e c t e d  d r a m a ,  f a n d o m ,  o u t r a g e o u s  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  d a i l y  l i f e  

b l o o p e r s  m i x e d  i n  w i t h  s o m e  h e l p f u l  t u t o r i a l s  w e  a l l  G o o g l e  

f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .  W h e t h e r  y o u  l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  Y o u T u b e r s  D O  

h a v e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  o u r  c h i l d ’ s  b e h a v i o r .  T h i s  i n f l u e n c e  m i g h t  

n o t  b e  a  b a d  t h i n g ,  b u t  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  j u s t  a s  s a v v y  a s  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  o n l i n e  u s a g e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  

r a n d o m  V l o g g e r s  b e c o m e  a  g o - t o  w e e k l y  r o l e  m o d e l  i n  y o u r  

c h i l d ’ s  l i f e .    

YouTubers DO 
have influence



This YouTube for parents guide offers an 
inside perspective as well as helpful tips that 
keep the conversation lines open as a family.

Knowledge is power. Conversation and 

education is the best influence you can 

have on your child when it comes to 

shaping a positive digital footprint. 



1 ,300 ,000 ,000

THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  WHO  USE

YOUTUBE



Y o u r  c h i l d  m a y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a n  

a c c o u n t  a n d  i f  t h e y  d o ,  t h e y  a r e  m o s t  

l i k e l y  s u b s c r i b i n g  a n d  c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  

o t h e r  s u b s c r i b e r s  a n d  v l o g g e r s  ( w h i c h  

m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  a g e )    b y  

l i k i n g / c o m m e n t i n g  o n  v i d e o s  t h e y  

c h o o s e  t o  v i e w .  T h i s  b r i n g s  u p  a  g o o d  

q u e s t i o n .  W h o  i s  y o u r  c h i l d  

s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  a n d  w h a t  t y p e  o f  

c o n t e n t  a r e  t h e y  c h o o s i n g  t o  v i e w ?  

H e r e ’ s  a  s h o r t  l i s t  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

p o p u l a r  V l o g g e r s  i n  2 0 1 7 .  

P e w D i e P i e  

S m o s h  

N i g a H i g a  

B e t h a n y  M o t a  

S h a n e  

D a w s o n T V  

T y l e r  O a k l e y  

Z o e l l a  

J o e y  G r a c e f f a  

N a s h  G r i e r  

T o d r i c k  H a l l  

A YouTube account is 
free and easy to obtain



TUNE IN & ENGAGE

Take some quality time and ask your child to show you some of their 
favorite YouTuber’s. Be prepared to watch stupidity at it’s best, but 

keep your thoughts neutral as you are introduced to a world your child 
navigates on a daily basis. Use this time to create a positive 

conversation when it comes to content, privacy (their account settings) 
and of course discuss what is real every day acceptable behavior and 
what is scripted and edited mindless entertainment. Remember, your 
child’s friends are watching too and there’s always chatter about the 

latest video and all the drama that goes along with it. Your engagement 
is a teaching tool that can not only create positive communication, it 

can also help shape your child’s digital footprint. 



3 0 0  H O U R S  O F  V I D E O  A R E

E V E R Y  M I N U T E !

uploaded to YouTube



Y o u T u b e r ’ s  u s u a l l y  d r o p  n e w  c o n t e n t  o n c e  a  w e e k .  A s k  y o u r  

c h i l d  e a c h  w e e k  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  o n  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  a c c o u n t s .  T h i s  

i s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  s t a y  i n  t u n e  a n d  e n g a g e d  b u t  b e  m i n d f u l  o f  h o w  

y o u  r e a c t  t o  w h a t  y o u r  c h i l d  s h a r e s  w i t h  y o u .  D o n ’ t  j u s t  s a y  t h e  

v i d e o  i s  s t u p i d ,  b e c a u s e  t r u s t  m e  m o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  a l l  s t u p i d .  

P i c k  a n d  c h o o s e  y o u r  m o m e n t s  t o  o f f e r  a  t e a c h i n g  m o m e n t  f o r  

t i m e s  w h e r e  s a f e t y  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  c o m e  i n t o  p l a y .  F o r  e x a m p l e :  

Y o u T u b e r  e a t s  5 0  p o p s i c l e s  i n  a n  h o u r  =  f u n n y  b u t  s t u p i d .  

Y o u T u b e r  t h r o w i n g  f o o d  a t  d r i v e  t h r o u g h  e m p l o y e e  =  m o r a l l y  

u n a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  n e e d e d .  

THE DROP 



DRAMA
is rampant on YouTube. Vloggers have drama with each other which 
brings added drama between subscribers, which brings more $$ to 
YouTube. If that’s not mind blowing enough, many YouTubers post 

videos judging other YouTubers videos which can create chaos much like 
that of The Bachelor in Paradise. It’s really one big reality show in my 

opinion. Don’t be surprised if your child is contributing to the comments 
in defense of the favorites. In case you didn’t know, YouTubers have a fan 

base (fandom), a subculture that joins fans together online. Youth often 
align in support of these famous YouTube Vloggers and the drama can 

get heated and become the topic of interest amongst friends in your 
child’s peer group. Know who your child is watching and stay up on the 

latest juicy gossip. Commenting on social media affects your child’s 
digital footprint more than they might understand. Empower them to 

keep comments KIND online and of course offline. 



ALMOST  5  BILLION  VIDEOS  ARE

watched on 
Youtube every 
single day



A s  y o u r  c h i l d  g e t s  o l d e r ,  h e / s h e  w i l l  o n e  d a y  v e n t u r e  i n t o  t h e  p a r t  o f  Y o u T u b e  

w h e r e  V l o g g e r s  m a y  b e  a c t i n g  i n  a  w a y  i n  p u b l i c  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  f e e l  m o r t i f i e d  

i f  y o u r  c h i l d  e m u l a t e d .  A g a i n ,  t h i s  i s  a  t e a c h i n g  m o m e n t  d i s c u s s i n g  

a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e h a v i o r .  P r a n k s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  a r e  n o t  

a l w a y s  s a f e  &  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  v e r y  s t a g e d .  K e e p  t h i s  m i n d s e t !  R e c o g n i z e  t h a t  

t h e s e  Y o u T u b e r s  a r e  j u s t  g l o r i f i e d  a c t o r s / e n t e r t a i n e r s .  H e r e ’ s  a  g r e a t  m e t h o d  

t o  o f f s e t  t h o s e  O M G  m o m e n t s  y o u  m i g h t  f i n d  y o u r  d a u g h t e r  w a t c h i n g .  S a y  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e…  

“ I  w o u l d n ’ t  w a n t  t o  g i v e  h i m  a n y  a t t e n t i o n  o r  v i e w s .  H e  c l e a r l y  i s  r u d e ,  

d i s r e s p e c t f u l  e t c . . . ” .  I f  y o u  f o r b i d  h i m / h e r  f r o m  w a t c h i n g  c e r t a i n  Y o u T u b e r s  

t h e y  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  v i e w  t h e  v i d e o s  w i t h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  a n d  t h e n  y o u  m a y  b e  a t  

r i s k  f o r  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  v i d e o s  t h e y  a r e  w a t c h i n g .  

D e v e l o p i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  o p e n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  d i g i t a l l y  a n d  

p e r s o n a l l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  y o u r  d a u g h t e r / s o n  e n t e r s  t h e  d a t i n g  w o r l d ,  s o  w h y  

n o t  k e e p  t h e  o p e n  l i n e  f o r  b o t h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c h i l d ?    

The OMG  
Moment 



While YouTube is technically only for teens 13 and 
older, this hasn’t stopped youth from making this 

media outlet a part of their daily life

There is a safety mode that gives users and parents the option to 
filter out the sketchy content. Scroll down any YouTube page and 

click on Safety but be aware your child may be viewing from friend’s 
devices that may not be toggled to safety mode. Even though 

YouTube does it’s best to offer a safe experience, there’s always a 
hack that kids seem to learn before the parents! 



© Girls 
Above 
Society

2 0 1 8


